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Committee of the House of Commons, in connection with the renewal of the East India Company's Charter in 1813, he repeated his views most forcibly. In the meantime the Board of Revenue at Madras had started another idea, vfe., that of a permanent village settlement, which difiered from both the Bengal Zemindari settlements and Munro's Ryotwari settlements in so far as the settlement was to be made neither with individual landlords nor with individual cultivators but with each village community as a unit The Board of Revenue also supported Munro's recommendation for a reduction of 25 per cent, in the Government demand. The recommendations of the Board of Revenue were accepted by the Government of Madras, which authorised the "conclusion of triennial village settlements as a preparatory measure to the introduction of a permanent village settlement."16 And on the expiration of these triennial settlements they proposed to the Court of Directors the conclusion of a decennial settlement to become permanent if approved by the Directors."
The Directors, however, refused to sanction the element of permanency. The Government of Madras made two different appeals to the Court of Directors in favour of a permanent settlement, but in vain. We give the following quotations from these dispatches:
"That agriculture was regarded as the basis of national wealth and prosperity; that it was considered essential to the improvement and extension of agriculture to restrict the demands of Government upon landed property; that it was not supposed Government could lose by this restriction, since without it agriculture would never be improved and extended, nor the resources of the country increased. ... In offering the foregoing remarks, we have considered the Permanent Settlement strictly as a question of fiscal policy. But it does not need to be shown that it is of vital importance also, as being calculated to give to the mass of the people, who are engaged in agriculture, a deep and permanent interest in the stability of our Government.'"8
In the following year, the Government of Madras made a still more eloquent appeal to the Court of Directors in favour of permanent village settlements and against permanent Ryotwari settlements,
"If the primary object of a Permanent Settlement be to give
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